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and the minuteness of detail with which they are described, give to the labours 
of Dr. Dean a value of the first importance in the literature of histological 
research. We earnestly hope, therefore, that he will continue to cultivate the 
peculiar study for which he is evidently so well adapted by his powers of close 
and discriminating observation. J. A. M. 


Art. XYIII.— A Treatise on Human Physiology; designed for the Use of 
Students and Practitioners of Medicine. By John 0. Dai.ton, Jr., M. D., 
Professor of Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy in the College of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons, New York; Member of tbe New York Academy of 
Medicine; of the New York Pathological Society; of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, Boston, Mass.; and of the Biological Department of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. Third edition, revised 
and enlarged. With two hundred and seventy-three illustrations. Philadel¬ 
phia: Blanchard & Lea. 1864. 8vo. pp. 706. 

That a third edition of this excellent work should be called for in the short 
period of time which has elapsed since it was first issued, is the best proof of 
its intrinsic value, and of the high estimate placed upon it by the medical pro¬ 
fession. 

The treatise is now so well known, and has already been so fully analyzed in 
the pages of a former number of this Journal that it is unnecessary at this time 
to dwell upon it at any length. 

In the present edition it is sufficient to say that the general plan and arrange¬ 
ment of the two former ones have been preserved. Some recent experiments 
of the author with regard to the secretion and properties of the human parotid 
saliva, the quantitative analysis of this fluid by Mr. Perkins, the valuable ob¬ 
servations of Prof. Austin Flint, Jr., on Stercorine Cholesterin and the effects of 
permanent biliary fistula, and those of Prof. Jeffries Wyman, on Fissure of 
Hare-lip in the median line from arrest of development, constitute the principal 
additions which have been incorporated into the text. Three new illustrations 
have also been introduced. J. A. M. 


Art. XIX.— The Pathology and Treatment of Venereal Diseases: including 
the Results of Recent Investigations on the Subject. By Freeman J. Bumstead, 
M.D., Lecturer on Venereal Diseases at the College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons, New York ; late Surgeon to St. Luke’s Hospital; Surgeon to the New 
York Eye and Ear Infirmary. A new and revised edition. With illustrations. 
Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1864. 8vo. pp. 640. 

It is gratifying to see, from the early demand for a second edition, that the 
favourable opinion we expressed of Dr. Bumstead’s work on Venereal Diseases 
when it first appeared, is confirmed by that of the profession generally. These 
diseases are very common, often mistaken, and quite generally badly treated, 
and we cannot designate another recent work so well calculated as this to aid 
the practitioner in acquiring a knowledge of the character and treatment of 
these loathsome and wide-spread affections. 

The most noticeable change in the present edition of Dr. B.’s treatise is the 
dividing of the second part of the work into two, so that chancroid or soft chancre, 
with its complications, is separated entirely from syphilis. We need hardly say 
that this change meets with our hearty approval, for, in reviewing the first edi¬ 
tion, though we ventured to differ from Dr. Bumstead with great hesitation, we 
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stated that we should have preferred not to find them described together. 
Considered apart in a medical work, there is less danger of their being con¬ 
founded in practice. The terms “ soft,” “ hard,” “ simple,” and “ infecting 
chancre,” are also abandoned; to the initial lesion of syphilis the term chancre 
is exclusively applied, while the contagious ulcer that never infects the whole 
system is called chancroid. 

After pointing out these changes, Dr. Bumstead thus concludes his pre¬ 
face :—■ 

“The practical portion of the work lias also undergone important alterations 
on various topics, among which may be mentioned the treatment of stricture 
by the ‘immediate plan’ of Mr. Holt: the abandonment of specific remedies in 
most cases of the initial lesion of syphilis; the preference given to the external 
rather than the internal use of mercury in secondary and tertiary syphilis ; and 
the necessity of trusting to nature, aided by hygienic influences, and not to 
treatment indefinitely prolonged after the disappearance of all syphilitic mani¬ 
festations, to eliminate the virus from the system. Numerous emendations and 
additions of a minor character have been made; every portion of the work lias 
been carefully revised; a number of chapters have been rewritten ; several new 
illustrations have been added ; and no effort has been spared to render the pre¬ 
sent edition a complete treatise upon the subject of venereal, thoroughly on a 
level with the most advanced state of our knowledge.” 

Since the publication of the first edition of this work a good deal has been 
written upon syphilitic affections of the internal organs, and we should have been 
pleased to see some mention made of disease of the liver besides as a symptom of 
congenital syphilis, and of the influence which syphilis exercises in the develop¬ 
ment of Bright’s disease. Within the past two months a gentleman, twenty- 
eight years of age, who had had primary disease five years ago, and who had 
been under our care for nearly a year with ulcerations on the leg and head 
from suppurated gummy tumours, which were almost entirely healed, became 
■affected with general dropsy ; bis urine was found to be very highly albuminous 
and he died before four weeks had elapsed, from the extent of the effusion in 
the abdomen. No post-mortem examination was made, but, as Thudichum says, 
“the presence of albumen in the urine indicates a pathological condition of 
the kidneys, of a temporary, chronic, or permanent character,” and the patho¬ 
logical condition which must have here existed we are induced to attribute to 
syphilis. 

The progress iu our knowledge of syphilitic disease during recent years is so 
constant, that it is singularly difficult to write a work “ thoroughly on a level 
with the most advanced state of our knowledge.” W. F. A. 


Art. XX.— A Treatise on the Chronic Inflammation and Displacements of 
the Unimpregnated Uterus. By Wm. H. Byford, A. M., M. D.. Professor 
of Obstetrics, etc., Chicago Medical College, Medical Department Lind Uni¬ 
versity. 8vo. pp. 215. Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston. 1864. 

It is difficult to account for the difference of opinion which exists among 
medical men in regard to almost every point, relating to the pathology of nearly 
all the morbid conditions of the uterus and its appendages, but especially as to 
their true relationship to the long catalogue of nervous phenomena so frequently 
met with in the female. 

It would seem at first sight to be an easy task, if the disorders of the female 
sexual organs are of such frequent occurrence as they are supposed to be by 
many modern authorities, to settle definitively their character, and the sympa¬ 
thetic or reflex phenomena to which they give rise. But although treatise after 
treatise, written with the view of throwing light upon these subjects, has ap¬ 
peared within the last quarter of a century, physicians would appear to be as far 
as ever from accord in respect to them. 

No. XCV.— July 1864. 14 



